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Biographical/Historical Note:  The president's office was created in 1906.  The search for the fourth 
president of WKU began with Kelly Thompson's resignation announcement May 21, 1969.  Vice 
President for Administrative Affairs Dero Downing indicated that he would serve if asked.  The Board 
of Regents elected him president on August 22, 1969.  He served until his retirement in 1979. 
 
Dero Downing was born September 10, 1921 at Fountain Run in Monroe County, Kentucky, and grew 
up at Horse Cave in Hart County. He enrolled at WKU in 1939 where he played basketball and 
earned both a bachelor's and master's degree. After serving in the Navy in World War II, he returned 
to Western as a mathematics teacher and coach at the College's Training School. He later became 
director of the Training School, college registrar, dean of admissions, dean of business affairs, and 
vice-president for administrative and business affairs. Upon his resignation as president in 1979 
Downing becmae president of the College Heights Foundation. 
 
Description:  Subject file regarding the Dero Downing administration. 
 
Dates: 1958-1979 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Audio recording 
Clippings 
Downing, Dero Goodman, 1921-2011 
Drug law enforcement 
Football 
Graduation ceremonies 
Kentucky--Fiction 
Motion picture industry 
Motion picture producers & directors 
Motion picture production & direction 
Motion pictures 
Narcotics 
Organizations 
Sheriffs 
Western Kentucky University 
 
Accession Information: These records were transferred to the University Archives upon its creation. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Preferred Citation: UA3/4/1 Dero Downing Subject File, WKU Archives, Kentucky Library & 
Museum, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
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Finding Aid Report 
Container Folder 
UA3.4.1 
Creator Date Title 
UA3 President's Office Series 4. Dero Downing Sub-Series 8. Subject File 
Series 
WKU Archives 
Subject file regarding the Dero Downing administration. 
Container List 
Level 
Date 
Title 
Collection 
Scope & Content 
Records 
UA3.4 Linked to 
Box 12 27 President's Office Subject/Correspondence File - Continuing Education 
Clippings Description Subjects Selected documents available online at: 
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/678  
  
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/679  
  
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/680  
  
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/681  
  
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/682  
  
248 Night Classes to be Offered at WKU, 8/3/1975 
Adults Fill College Classes in Iowa, 10/11/1976 
Advanced Education Opportunities for Teachers and Other Employed Adults 
Albright, A.D. 
Anderson, Kathleen 
Blau, Mary 
Breegle, Gary 
C.W. Post to Open Weekend College, New York Times, 7/18/1971 
Chelf, Carl 
Clark, Charles 
Continuing Education Group Will Hold Annual Conference, nd 
Cook, Paul 
Cravens, Raymond 
Davis, James 
Distler, W.E. 
Doran, Adron 
Downing, Dero 
Eaton Corporation 
Frady, Claude 
Gibson, Dee 
Herald-Leader, UK to Offer College Course by Newspaper, Lexington-Herald, 8/22/1973 
Hourigan, W.R. 
Johnson, James 
Johnson, Robert 
Kentucky. Council on Public Higher Education 
Largen, Harry 
Lazarus, Rhea 
National University Extension Association 
Nave, Wallace 
Oakes, John 
Oppitz, James 
Park, Juanita 
Pennington, Keith 
Press Releases 
Rawlings, Joe 
Ricklefs, Roger. Universal U. New York New School Rides on Rising Wave of Adult Education, Wall Street 
Journal, 
1/13/1978 
Riley, Clayton 
Shakespeare in Wings at WKU, Courier-Journal, 1/9/1979 
Sodomka, Dennis. College Educations in the Future Will Be Off-Campus, 1974 
Stokes, Joe 
Sutton, Ronnie 
Tabor, Clarence 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville 
Upton, Scott.  Counselors Visit WKU, Ft. Campbell Courier, 7/30/1976 
Virginia Tech University 
WKU Evening Course Offerings, 1971 
WKU to Begin Weekend College, PCDN, 11/21/1978 
Box 18 1 
Grissom, David 
Downing, Dero 1977 Graduation, Spring 
Graduation ceremonies Description Subjects 
Box 18 2 
oversize 
Huddleston, Walter 
Downing, Dero 1977 Graduation, Summer 
Graduation ceremonies Description Subjects 
Box 18 3 
oversize 
Carroll, Julian 
Downing, Dero 1978 Graduation, Spring 
Graduation ceremonies Description Subjects 
Box 18 4 
oversize 
Snyder, Harry 
Downing, Dero 1978 Graduation, Summer 
Graduation ceremonies Description Subjects 
Box 18 5 
Natcher, William 
Downing, Dero 1979 Graduation, Summer 
Graduation ceremonies Description Subjects 
Box 18 6 Downing, Dero nd Graduation Flowers 
Graduation ceremonies Subjects 
Box 18 7 
Grandstaff, Bill 
Downing, Dero 1971 Grandstaff Art Proposal 
Description 
Box 18 8 Downing, Dero 1970-1979 Grants 
Description Huddleston, Walter 
Largen, Harry 
Minton, John 
National Science Foundation 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Box 18 9 
General Electric Foundation 
Kentucky. Department of Justice 
Largen, Harry 
Title I 
Downing, Dero 1965-1971 Grants 
Description 
Box 18 10 
Thompson, Kelly 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1970-1971 Grants 
Description 
Box 18 11 Downing, Dero 1971 Grants 
Box 18 12 
Cook, Paul 
Cravens, Raymond 
Crumb, Glenn 
National Science Foundation 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
WKU. Grant & Contract Services. Grant Director's Handbook, nd. 
Downing, Dero 1974-1976 Grants & Contract Services Office 
Description 
Box 18 13 
Cook, Paul 
Crumb, Glenn 
Huddleston, Walter 
Kentucky. Council on Higher Education 
Kentucky. Department of Justice 
Minton, John 
Natcher, William 
WKU. Grant & Contract Services 
Downing, Dero 1976-1977 Grants & Contract Services Office 
Description 
Box 18 14 
Cook, Paul 
Crumb, Glenn 
Francis, David 
Kentucky. Department of Justice 
Kentucky. Supreme Court 
WKU. Grant & Contract Services 
Downing, Dero 1974-1976 Grants - Shock Probation 
Description 
Box 18 15 
Cook, Paul 
Hourigan, W.R. 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1972-1974 Grants - Allied Health Professions 
Description 
Box 18 16 
Hourigan, W.R. 
Largen, Harry 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1970-1972 Grants - Allied Health Professions 
Description 
Box 18 17 
Floyd, William 
Natcher, William 
Downing, Dero 1971-1972 Grants - Health Service & Mental Health Administration 
Description 
Box 18 18 
Cravens, Raymond 
Hardin, Harry 
Downing, Dero 1970 Grants - Barren River Regional Crime Council 
Description 
Box 18 19 
Carroll, Julian 
Kentucky. Department of Justice 
Downing, Dero 1976-1977 Grants - Analysis of Sentence Alternatives & Community Re-integration in Kentucky 
Description 
Box 18 20 
Cravens, Raymond 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1966; 1972 Grants - College Library Resources 
Description 
Box 18 21 Downing, Dero 1972; 1974 Grants - Environmental Studies Program for Science Teachers 
Box 18 22 
Chelf, Carl 
Kentucky. Department of Personnel 
Downing, Dero 1973 Grants - Federal intergovernmental Personnel Grant 
Description 
Box 18 23 
Cook, Paul 
Kentucky. Council on Public Higher Education 
Downing, Dero 1977 Grants - Teacher Centered Programs 
Description 
Box 18 24 
Hardin, Henry 
Kentucky. Department of Education 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1970-1971 Grants - Complentary Based Education Development 
Description 
Box 18 25 
Largen, Harry 
National Education Association 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1969-1970 Grants - First Year Teachers & Practicing Administrators via Television 
Description 
Box 18 26 
Clarke, Kenneth 
Hardin, Henry 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Downing, Dero 1969-1972 Grants - Kentucky Heritage 
Description 
Box 18 27 
Clarke, Kenneth 
Hardin, Henry 
Downing, Dero 1971 Grants - Kentucky Life & Heritage 
Description 
Box 18 28 
Largen, Harry 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1966-1970 Grants -  National Teacher Corps 
Description 
Box 18 29 
Largen, Harry 
National Institute of Mental Health 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1968-1971 Grants -  Negro Church as Socializing Agency 
Description 
Box 18 30 
Josephson, Bragi 
Largen, Harry 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1969-1971 Grants - Personal & Social Impact of National Televison System 
Description 
Box 18 31 
Research Corporation 
Downing, Dero 1971 Grants - Photometric Study of Variability of M Supergrants 
Description 
Box 18 32 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Thompson, Kelly 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1970 Grants - Reading Specialists 
Description 
Box 18 33 
Bratcher, John. Difficulties Encountered and the Degree of Success Achieved in Implementing the Decrees of 
the 23rd Congress of the Communist Party, USSR Relating to the "Conditions & Measures for Further 
Improving the Work of the Secondary Compulsory Educational School," March 1972. 
Hardin, Henry 
U.S. Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Downing, Dero 1970-1972 Grants - Russian Educational System 
Description 
Box 18 34 Downing, Dero 1971 Grants - Seventh Cycle Teacher Corps 
Box 18 35 
Natcher, William 
Downing, Dero 1974 Grants - Social Systems Approach to Child Abuse/Neglect 
Description 
Box 18 36 Downing, Dero 1972 Grants - Vocational Education 
Box 18 37 Downing, Dero 1972 Grants - Social Work Teaching 
Box 18 38 Downing, Dero 1970 Grants - US Atomic Energy Commission 
Box 18 39 Downing, Dero 1971 Grantland Rice Bowl 
Football Description Subjects Kendall, Glenn 
Louisville Courier-Journal 
Minton, John 
 Nashville Banner 
NCAA 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
Ohio Valley Conference 
Box 18 40 
Dorrah, Sandy 
Gibson, Dee 
Greek Week 
Interfraternity Council 
Minton, John 
Oldham, John 
Downing, Dero 1973-1979 Greeks 
Description 
Box 18 41 
Greek Week 
Interfraternity Council 
Minton, John 
Morehead State University. Division of Student Activities & Organizations 
Downing, Dero 1975 Greek Awareness Week 
Description 
Box 23 F24 
Brown, Joel 
Clark-Todd, Tom  
Complete first draft movie script 
Correspondence:  
Cotes, Charles 
Gaines, Sheriff 
Gover, Robert 
Green Acres 
Griffen, Judge Basil 
Huffman, Harold H.  
Kentucky Film Commission 
Kimball, Hank (fictional tv character) 
Lazarus, Rhea P.  (2) 
Moore, Alvy 
Scogginsville 
Stahl, Harold 
Till, Geoffrey (author) 
Movie "The Town that OD'd" 
Narcotics 
Drug law enforcement 
Kentucky--Fiction 
Motion picture industry 
Motion picture producers & directors 
Motion picture production & direction 
Motion pictures 
Sheriffs 
Description Subjects 
Box 36 
Audioreels - 1 
  
Ceremony in President's Office, 1969 
WKU President's Office 1969 Film/Video/Audio File 
Audio recording Description Subjects 
OS Box 5 15 
Donated by Ruth Hines Temple, nd. 
President's Office 1971-72 Administrative Chart 
Organizations 
Western Kentucky University 
Description Subjects 
